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4. What is sin?  

Sin is lawlessness (1 John 3:4). God’s law sets the standard for what is good and right. 

Falling short of God’s righteousness is sin. Sin is missing the mark. Righteousness is hitting the 

mark. Only God is completely righteous; he is the standard. Sin is like the archer who misses his 

target. Everyone on earth commits sin. “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” 

(Romans 3:23) Another word for sin is transgression. This word has the idea of going against the 

standard. A transgression goes against the good nature and will of God. Transgression is like the 

one who trespasses into an area that is posted. This is all rooted in believing Satan’s lies. Sin 

results when trust in God’s truth is rejected for lies. Satan tempts people to trust themselves so 

they do not trust God’s truth. The Scripture warns, “Whoever trusts in his own mind is a fool.” 

(Proverbs 28:26) “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can 

understand it?” (Jeremiah 17:9) Sin is so appealing to humans because of our rebellious nature. 

Do you have to teach a child to sin? We sin because we want to. “Let no one say when he is 

tempted, ‘I am being tempted by God,’ for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself 

tempts no one. But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. 

Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth 

death.” (James 1:13-15) Men sin because their rebellion against God blinds them to evil within 

their own hearts. Sin goes against the will of God and separates us from him. Sin believes 

Satan’s lies and rejects God’s truth. 

 

Bible passages to read: Isaiah 59; 1 John 2:15-17, 3:1-15; James 1 

 

Questions to ponder: 

1. What is sin? What does it look like in your life? 

2. Why is it foolish to trust your own heart? 

3. What lies do you believe? 

4. Does God tempt you to sin? Where does this temptation come from? 

5. How does the world view temptation and sin? 


